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A SERMON. 


PROVERBS viii. 31. 


BLESSED 15 THE MAN THAT HEARETH ME WATCHING 


DAILY AT MY GATES, WAITING AT THE POSTS OF MY 
DOORS. 


IT has ever been my deſire to bring 
men to a ſenſe of religion ; and to free them 
from all kind of ſuperſtition. A diſcourage- 
ment attends the right diſcharge of miniſterial 
duties, from ſecing many profeſſors quite ſu- 
perſtitious in certain parts of the external ſer- 
vice; and other perſons ſo liberal in their views 
of the chriſtian diſpenſation, as to neglect 
divine ordinances, and all public . 
leſt they ſhould be accuſed of ſpiritual pride, or 
the devotion of the Phariſees. The pleaſures 
of religion are ſublime and rational, and they 
who worſhip God in the beauties of holineſs 
muſt 'enjoy 'them ; for they taſte and ſee that 
the Lord is good, and rejoice in that divine reſt 
which is afforded to their ſouls. Can any of 
you be diſpleaſed with ſervices that tend ſo 
much to preſerve the dignity of your. minds, 
and increaſe the bleſſedneſs of the temper ? 
With your own rational ſentiments of the Di- 
vinity, and of the religion which is profeſſed in 
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the places where you dwell, can you help ex- 
erciſing the beſt affections? Do you not feel 
that benevolence expands the glow of your 
zeal, and is it not a ſpark of the ſeraph's fire 
that burns in your breaſt, when you muſe up- 
on divine things, and riſe upon the wings of 
love to the heavenly manſions. © To thee, O 
God, do I lift up my foul. I will go to the al- 
tar of God, to God my exceeding joy. I will 
come into the houſe in the multitude of thy 
mercy, and in thy fear I will worſhip towards 
thy holy temple.” _ 


It is our fault, my hearers, if we are not 
made wiſe unto ſalvation, by the inſtructions we 
have received; every moral leflon in the ſacred 
volume is a ray from the father of lights, and 

ven for our benefit, that we may improve in 
owledge and virtue ; and it 1s a truth clearly 
manifeſted that, as we are enlightened by the ſpir- 
it of wiſdom and revelation, we obtain knowledge 
of human nature and become acquainted with 
God. Do any periſh in their fins, it is their 


, own fault; for all men are put into a falvable 


ſtate. The means of grace imply a capacity for 
improvement in every moral excellence—why 
then do you not liſten to the calls and invita- 
tions, the admonitions and inſtructions of thoſe 
who ſpeak to you as they ſpoke to former gen- 
erations, in the ſong of wiſdom and with the 
voice of love ! «© Now, therefore, O ye children, 
hearken unto me, for bleſſed are they that keep 
my ways. Hear inſtruction and be wiſe and 
refuſe-it not. Bleſſed is the man that heareth 
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me watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 
poſts of my doors. For wholo findeth me 
findeth life, and ſhall obtain favour of the Lord. 
But he that ſinneth againſt me wrongeth his 
own ſoul. All they that hate me, love death.” 


We cannot dwell upon all the means of in- 
ſtruction that are prolitabie ; nor diſcourſe at 
large upon that ſtudy, meditation, reading, and 
prayer which ſtrengthen the chriſtian graces, 
and are of great uſe in preparing men's minds 
for converſion, by which I mean a habit of 
goodneſs—that transformation of the foul 
which makes men, to uſe the evangelical ſtyle, 
partakers of the divine nature. When the heart 
is ſuitably impreſſed, the lite is adorned with 
good actions—and there is not only a conſiſt- 
ency, but an engaging luſtre and beauty in the 
whole deportment. 


My deſign, in the preſent diſcourſe, is to per- 
ſuade you to join the aſſembly of thoſe who wor- 
ſhip on the Lord's day; and to behave like chriſ- 
tians during the ſervice, that your fellow wor- 
{hippers, or a ſtranger in coming in, may think 
you enjoyed the reality while you put on the 
form of religion. 7 


Under the firſt head They who make a 
practice of attending public worſhip, will hard- 
ly ſuppoſe the reproof adminiſtered to them, 
yet may receive ſome pleaſure from havin 
their ſentiments confirmed, or their condu 
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approved. Ye, who in this manner wait at 
Wiſdom's door are in the way of obtaining the 
influences of the divine ſpirit, to build you u 
in the faith of the goſpel—ye ſhall find life if 
en receive inſtruction into good and honeſt 

Carts. 

There are others to whom we are bound to 
ſpeak, who neglect publick worſhip, are care- 
leſs and indifferent, as though they neither re- 

rded the things done in heaven or upon 
earth. You do not wait at the Poſts of Wiſ- 
dom's door, or catch even the fragrance of the 
incenſe which aſcends to the ſkies; for what 
are the divine altars to you ?Now and then you 
ſtep into the temple, to accompany a friend, or 
gratify your curioſity, which may be the caſe 
this day.—May a word in ſeaſon be ſpoken to 
you—l beſeech you by the mercies of God, to 
hear inſtruction and be wiſe. 


But to you, more eſpecially, is our ſubject 
;.pplicable, who abſent yourſelves upon every 


_ «rifling occaſion, as though you did not /ove the 


Courts of the Lord. You do not conſider the 
nature and importance of the duty, or that it 
is a duty you owe to God, to regard his ordi- 
nances, to worſhip in public as well as in pri- 
vate. May you feel how much you are intereſt- 
ed in this important concern. Several excuſes 
are made by perſons of this character which 
Mall be mentioned; that by ſhowing their fu- 
dility we may excite an attention to what is 
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ſaid in favour of obſerving the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath. | 


Some apologies are too trifling to need a ſe- 
rious diſcuſſion. Such as are raiſed againſt the 
clergy may be, or may not be worthy of no- 
tice—let them bear and forbear, if they can 
only ſerve the cauſe of their Maſter, or gain 
reſpect to his inſtitutions. Let them be © hon- 
eſt in their converſation, and then ſhall they 
be aſhamed who ſpeak evil of them.” 


When people object to our mode of preach- 
ing, let us advise with ourſelves whether we 
have taken ſufficient pains to make our diſ- 
courſes edifying ; and while we modeſtly do 
this, let the people conſider whether the fault 
be not in ſome meaſure their own, that they 
are no more profited by the word. 


The reaſons given by perſons who negle& 
public worſhip, and are thought ſufficient ex- 
cuſes for their conduct, are ſuch as theſe. 


They ſee others who have been very conſtant 
in their attendance, and have been thought 
very good on that account, no better than men 
who have made no profeſſions of Religion. 


That they themſelves were once in the habit 
of attending, but got no good by it, 


And that they can employ their time better 


Firſt—Is it the caſe that they who go to 
Church conſtantly are no better than their 
neighbours who ſtay at home? Give them cred- 
it for doing their duty as far as this, but blame 
them for their inconſiſtency in ſtopping ſhort 
when their feet are in the way of ctcrnal life. 
I grant you, that many of our pious people make 
too great a merit of their religious conferences, 
attending lectures, and being in God”s houſe eve- 
ry ſabbath day; and that many of theſe arc 
not ſo good as they ought to be. Their piety 
is without morality, and their zeal without 
charity. Yet if the inſtitution be good, why 
ſhould you not conform to it? Do others a- 
buſe the thing—this is a ſtrong rcaſon why you 
ſhould uſe it cel. You may be as ſevere as 
you pleaſe againſt a parade of religion for ſelf- 
iſh views, againſt all oſtentation and hypocriſy. 
You cannot be more ſevere than our Maſter 
when he addreſſed hypocrites of his own nation. 
But how unreaſonable is it to refuſe inſtruction 
calculated to make us wiſe, becauſe ſome men, 
bleſſed with golden opportunities of improving 
their minds and manners, all their days re- 
main fools! What a weakneſs do you mani- 
feſt when you ſay—if hey are made no better, 
how can «ve expect to be? It is their fault 
that they reſiſt the divinc influence while they 
bow before the altar of mercy ; they inquire of 
the Lord in his temple, but do not ſeek with 
that zeal which is according to knowledge, or 
indulge the ſenſibility of the heart which leads 
to virtue. If you come to the houſe of the 
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Lord, and join in divine ordinances, may not 
you enjoy the plcatures of goodneſs ? It may 
have a happy effect on your hte and conduct, 
and ſuch impreſſions may remain on each one's 
boſom as to make you wie even to ſalvation, 
Thus we find that iome ſoils admit feed, and 
never nouriſh them; but on other places, tho” 
you ſcatter ſparingly, yet will the ſeed grow 
and Hourith and bring forth fruit unto ever- 
iaiting life. 


The objection may be aniwered by a queſtion 
of this fort—Do you ſay that religious people 
are not made witer or better by attending pub- 
lic ſervices ?—This we allow to be the caſe with 
ſome, but are not others profited by doing it 
edified and built up in the faith of the Goſpel ? 
If io, why may it not be your happinels ? You 
have the examples of the wite and good who 
ſtand at the gates to allure you, or who went 
iato the temple of wiſdom after waiting at the 
door; they now ſhine in glory among the Saints 
in light, like pillars in the celeſtial temple, with 
the name of God written upon them. 


Again—There are {ome with whom we once 
walked to the houſe of God in company, but 
who now forſake the aflembling themſelves 
together; the reaſon offered muſt give pain to 
their friends, and is certainly not to their cred- 
it. We wiſh them more virtue than to feel it 
an excuſe, and more wiſdom then to make it. 


Their reaſon for neglecting public worſhip is 
1 | 
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that they never get any good by it. They are 
not more ſpiritual or heavenly minded than 


they were many years ago, and do not expect 
ever to be better. 


Perhaps, you would have made leſs progreſs 
in the way to heaven than you have, had you 
not gone to wiſdom's gates: you do not fſup- 
pole, I hope, that you have ſpent your, time to 
a bad purpole, tho' you have experienced no 
immediate beneſit, and are incapable of recollect- 
ing a good ſentiment you have heard. Some 
men are as empty, as they are vain, in their 
imaginations. The excuſe implies a volatile 
diſpoſition. For if they were ſerious when they 
made it, they would lament their own want of 
thought, and rather bluſh for the depravity of 
human paſlion, than careleſsly ſpeak of ſacred 
things, and deſpiſe the admonitions of God. 


If any make this excuſe who are men of grave 
and ſober habits, it would-become us to give a 
reaſon for the hope we have, that we have not 
waited in vain, and obviate their objection ; but 
[ have always conſidered it as an effuſion of fan- 
cy rather than the ſentiment of the heart, 


Can you recollect no good effect which the 
inſtitution has had upon ſociety or the habits 
of men, whoſe lives were an evidence that they 
did more than ſeem to be religious? Men who 
diſplayed the beauty of virtue in all their ac- 
tions and were the beſt citizens of an earthly 
community, tho* they belonged to the Jeruſa- 
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lem that is above? Will you ſay that there is 
no entertainment in the courts of the Lord 
or rather that you never experienced any ben- 
eſit! Read the language of David, who felt more 
muſic in his ſoul than ever flowed from his 
harp—whole ſentiments of devotion were ex- 
preſſed in the ſweeteſt ſtrains from ſoft inſtru- 
ments, or with the majeſtic ſound of the or- 
gan. Read the prayer of S-/omon when he de- 
dicated the temple, and the leflons of wiſdom 
he gave to the children of Men. In them ye 
have line upon line, and precept upon precept; 
and ſuch leſſons to improve your minds in pie- 
ty, and regulate your moral conduct, you may hear 
whenever you attend public worthip—and may 
have reaſon to bleſs God hereafter that you re- 
ceived ſuch inſtruction. You have never felt 
the divine influence operating upon your minds, 
but you may have your attention arreſted, and 
your good affections moved, ſo that you will 
wonder at your former coldneſs and indiffer- 
ence | The language of our. Maſter is to this 
purpoſe, men ought to pray and not to faint. 
Behold a greater than Solomon thus ſpeaks, 
and ought not his words to confute ſuch ob- 
jections, as are now under conſideration.— 
Applied to public worſhip. —Have you often 
attended without getting any good? Be more 
earneſt in your deſires. Inſtead of being diſ- 
couraged, perſevere till the ſervice of God is 
your delight, and you rejoice when your brethren 
ſay, come let us go into the houſe of the Lord. 


Avzain—Tl have heard ſome men ſay that they 


— ꝓ— 4 


EAA — % ð 


12 


—̃ñ 

employed their time better at home than they 
could do, by aſſembling together to hear a min- 
iſter preach; for they read good books, ſuch 
as were written by wiſer and better men than 
live in this generation —and get more inſtruc- 
tion by reading than hearing. Hence, ſay they, 
we have a good excuſc for ſtaying at home. 


They who make this excuſe are not always 
readers. In ſuch a town as this, how many do 
ou ſuppoſe employ their leiſure time in read- 
ing the works of the learned,or the ſentiments of 
the wiſe !—to ſay nothing of pious authors— 
Is not the excuſe made by perſons who have no 
ſentiment, and not by thoſe who really with to 
improve their minds ?—lIs it not made by thoſe 
who tarry at home to ſleep, or who prefer eve- 
ry other place to that where God ſays his hon- 
our dwelleth? How many ſpend their time 
in walking, in riding, or in ſuch company as 
makes them merry, rather than wile ! 


Some there are, without doubt, who are fond 
of books—but do they conſult ſuch as would 
increaſe their knowledge; or the vanity of their 
imaginations ? It is to be feared that much pre- 
cious time is loſt, inſtead of being well improv- 
ed by reading. 


But allowing the objection to be made by 
thoſe who read the beſt ſermons, or pious 


diſcourſes of practical divinity, inſtead of plays 


and romances, they are wrong in ſtaying at, 
their own houſes when they might go to the 
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houſe of the Lord, for we ought to hear as well 
as read. You may be profited by hearing a 
diſcourſe which is not ſo excellent in compoſi- 
tion ; for what is ſown in weakneſs, may be 
raiſed in power. The preaching of a ſermon, 
however, is the leaſt important part of public 
worſhip. When we pray to God, and praiſe 
his name in the congregation, when we medi- 
tate upon his law, or mule on the love of Chriſt, 
then do we find our ſouls riſing with the ſub- 
ject, and our faith confirmed. We behold the 
ſimplicity, it not the majeſty of truth in our 
mode of worthiping, and adminiſtering the Or- 
dinances; and have a reaſon to give for our 
forms of religion certainly, where we follow 
the primitive Church. They met together eve- 
ry Lord's day—like them we read the ſcrip— 
tures— there is decidedly a propriety in doing 
this as we venerate the ſacred writings—and 
did not ſome hiten to the inſtruction they hear 


then, would they not forget the things which 


concern their well being. 


As to the muſic, it ſhould be grave as well 
as lively, and ſuch as tunes our hearts to praiſe 
and love. This depends upon the taſte. Some 
have no ear and can never tell how © ſon 
charms the ſenſe.” They will be likely to ſay 
that we can make melody to the Lord without 
any rules for ſinging, or a choir to lead the con- 
3 7 Moſt chriſtians are pleaſed with 
gobd ſinging—and fay that you may as well 
object to the rules of compoſition in the ſer- 
mon as in the muſic—and they may be right; 


* 
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let all things be done decently and in order. 
Having obſerved that the ſermon is leaſt eflen- 
tial, I would ſay that prayer is the moſt impor- 
tant part of worſhip. Happy are they who de- 
light in this exerciſe. It expands the ſocial af- 
fections, while it inflames the devout heart, and 
reſines the temper. © Our thoughts, like the wa- 
ters of the ſea when exhaled towards heaven,will 
joſe their offenfive bitterneſs and ſaltneſs, leave 
behind them each diſtaſteful quality, and ſweeten 
into an amiable candour and humanity,till they 
deſcend in gentle ſhowers of love and kindneſs 
on our fellow creatures.” Are not they bleſſed 
who poſſeſs ſuch a diſpolition—and ſhall not 
ſuch obtain favour from the Lord ? 


[ have paid attention to the ready excuſes 
people have on their tongues, for neglecting 
any public obſervance of the ſabbath—but it is 
proper to mention alſo, that ſome people who 
were very conſtant in the offices of devotion, 
have had their minds aftected by a change in 
their condition, and ſtay at home to ruminate, 
and fo increaſe the cauſe of ſorrow, when they 
might experience more than common enjoy- 
ment in the houſe of God. Why art thou caſt 
down, O my Soul, and why art thou diſquiet- 
ed me? hope thou in God! He will give health 
to the countenance, and gladneſs to the heart. 


People are much to blame if they ſuffer mel- 
ancholy ſenſations to prey upon them. Yet 
their conduct may not ariſe from reſentment 
againſt providence, or miſtruſt of the divine 
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goodneſs, but from a certain laſſitude of ſpir- 

its, a bodily weakneſs or wearineſs which cauſ- 
es depreflion of mind—or elſe is the conſe- 
quence when the heart is fick and corroded 
with care. But is not religion a cordial to be 
taken with the ingredients of the bitter cup— 
will it not temper the bitterneis of your afflic- 
tion, and make the nauſeous draught go down ? 
Caſt your care upon God who careth for you. 
Come, then, ye children of want; or who Have 
been acquainted with adverſity, hear inſtruc- 
tion and be wife ; come, enter the courts of 
the court of the Lord with the multitude of 
them that keep holy days, and baniſh trouble 
from your mind. What conſolation Rlowed 
from his lips who ſpake thele words, when the 
cloud of his affliction was condenſing, my peace 
I leave with you—my peace I give unto you, 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you ! 


If you would come to the houſe of the Lord, 
you would no longer think yourſelves caſt 
friendleſs upon a wide world ; and why do you 
ſay the men of the world look cold upon you, 
that you hve amidſt unfeeling relatives and 
neighbours ; and that even your fellow chriſt- 
1ans only ſay, be you warmed and be you filled 
without that goodneſs which the friends of hu- 
manity ought to poſſeſs, much more the diſci- 
ples of the benevolent Jeſus? Perhaps they 
may not know your ſituation, which they cer- 
tainly would be more likely to know did they 
meet with you oftener Hand perhaps your pride 
may prevent their offices of kindneſs. Perſons 
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aſhamed of their poverty keep too much at 
nome, and their thoughts are too much confi— 
ned in their own breaſts; hence they loſe those 
lovely ſenſibilitics which made them happy, and 
they cannot bear to receive the bleſſings they 
once difluſed. 


This is deviating from our ſubject, and I ſhall 
only addreſs thoſe who complain of providence 
in a practical ſenſe, and forſake the aſſembly on 
the Lord's day, as their manner was once— 
ſurely theſe words have great meaning“ | will 
never leave thee nor forſake thee.” It you make 
his ſervice your delight, God will enable you to 
riſe ſuperior to the joys and ſorrows, the 
frowns and flatteries of this ſublunary late. 


Need I mention apologies which are fome- 
times made with propriety ; but oftener by 
people who do not /ve the ways of the Lord. 
Such as detention by bad weather, by ſickneſs 
or particular calls of buſineſs---theſe we ſay, are 
made with propriety ſometimes ; but few give 
the cauſe with ſincerity, compared with thoſe 
who make it ſerve for an excuſe only. Sup- 
poie you had buſineſs to tranſact, would you 
not expoſe your health in ſtormy weather, and 
go into the moit bleak parts of the town ?—and 
yet even a cloudy day will prevent---how ma- 
ny ! from attending public worſhip. It does 
prevent ſome who are ſtrong men, who are in 
good health, and may I not add, when their 
wives, delicate in their conſtitutions as well as 
manners, ſet them a better example. The 
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daughters of Jeruſalem remained with their 
Lord when his diſciples were afraid---and when 
they could no otherwiſe ſoothe his dying ago- 
nies, gave him the tribute of their tears. And is 
it not, a truth, uttered by men of ſentiment 
and obſervation, that women ſhow more ſenſi- 
bility in their attachment---and not only ſo, but 
are more firm and conſtant in their friendſhips, 
than we are who talk of our manly virtues ? 


I am ready to give all credit to pious women, 
ſome of whom attend public worſhip when it 
would be more prudent not to expoſe their 
health. But while we praiſe the zeal and good 
intentions of ſo many; ought we not to ob- 
ſerve that ſome are growing negligent and fol- 
lowing the faſhionable mode of ftaying at home 
to read good books ; or they, perhaps, will ſay, 
to attend more minutely to their health, or to 
their children. Have a care, leſt while you in- 
dulge in things not ſinful, you may after a while 
need a little more fleep, and ſome folding of 
the hands. 


Next to this indulgence on the Lord's 
day, may follow amufements, then riding, and 
the children who in their tender age look to 
their mothers tor advice and example, may put 
them to the bluſh by aſking—how the Sabbath 
is to be ſanctied? It it be made a ſubject of 
ſerious enquiry, whether emergent buſineſs of a 
worldly nature is not a ſuflicient reaſon for not 
appearing in the public aflembly -?---when you 
are doing good, ſerving your neighbour, or 
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promoting the general felicity of mankind, our 
maſter's precepts and example are before you--- 
profit then by the inſtructions of your guide. 


There is a reaſon given, and thought to be 
very ſubſtantial, but may do for the country 
rather than the town, when people ſay they do 
not like their miniſter. You are ſensible, my 
brethren, that local attachments and local pre- 
judices are wearing away---and in ſuch a town 
as this may not hearers of every taſte be grati- 
fied! Do you prefer one or other form of 
worſhip, or mode of baptiſm, here you can be 
indulged, whether you be influenced by preju- 
dice, or rational views of ſcripture. It you 
think your own miniſter not found in the faith, 
or leſs zealous, or leſs wiſe and learned, it is 
not thought indecorous to leave him. Who is 
there that will harm you if you plead conſcience 
or convenience? only do not forſake the ſol- 
emn aflembly---go ſteadily ſomewhere. Some 
hearers are pleaſed with argumentative diſ- 
courſes, and follow a preacher's nice judgment ; 
and others are much delighted with a looſe 
declamatory ſtyle and pathetic exclamations, 
which rouſe the feelings rather than inform 
the underſtanding. Some prefer plain and 
ſimple language as the garb of wiſdom---others 
are not content with a clear luminous manner 
of writing, but muſt have in every ſermon the 
richneſs, the variety, and all the chaſte as well 
as ſplendid beauties of a good compoſition. 
All' which cannot be done by one man. But 
you may have the oracles of wiſdom unfolded 
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and explained in ſuch a way as to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Chriſt, and 
while you have ſo many opportunities to hear, 
and ſo many Miniſters of religion who care for 
you, we truſt it will not ſerve for an excuſe in 
this place, that the people neglect public wor- 
ſhip becauſe there are no good preachers in the 
city. 


II. We are to deſcribe the temper and con- 
duct of perſons who attend public worſhip, for 
it is incumbent upon us to liſten to the inſtruc- 
tion of wiſdom. “ Blefled are they who wait 
at her gates, for whoſo findeth her ſhall find 
life, and obtain favour of the Lord.“ 


If you hear her inſtruction, ought you 
not to receive it with meekneſs, reverence, and 
attention? Is not this the houſe of God, is it 
not the gate of heaven? obſerve then how you 
behave, and how you hear---let us all ſeek the 
pleaſures of the mind, and not offer the ſacri- 
fice of fools. The wiſe underſtand the truth 
of religion, but too many whom the faſhion of 
the world draws to the Lord's houſe, deſpiſe 
religious inſtruction equally with thoſe who 
never make their appearance in the aſſembly. 


It is expected that we diveſt our minds of 
prejudice ; avoid all levity of behaviour ; ap- 
ply the things delivered to ourſelves ; and ſuf- 
fer them to remain, and operate, as a ſentiment 
of the heart, inſtead of forgetting what man- 
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ner of perſons we are when we have contem- 
plated our own faces in the mirror. 


Fire. Be ſure to poſſeſs a candid diſpoſition, 
and be free from prejudice, like the noble Be- 
reans, who ſearched the ſcriptures and heard 
the Apoſtles with pleaſure ; not like the citizens 
of Theſlalonica who preferred their own opin- 
ions to divine oracles flowing from the lips of 
men who were inſpired by the holy ghoſt. 


We ſpeak of the liberality of the preſent age, 
but they who talk the moſt freely are fre- 
quently the moſt opiniated, and ſhow the leaſt 
candor, There are, likewiſe, men wiſe in their 
own conceits, who have ſuch a fondneſs for ſin- 
gularity, as to give not only a peculiar but an 
unhappy caſt to the mind. It is difficult to 
pleaſe ſuch hearers, for if you meet their own ideas 


of excellence in ſentiment, or ſtyle, they will 
ſoon differ. 


There are ſome remarks made by thoſe who 
wiſh to be thought critics, which proceed not 
from ill humour, and it is hardly worth while 
to mention them ſeriouſly, as they are not 
meant to wound, nor are likely to do it from 
their point or force. But when profeſlors of re- 
ligion ſay, that We, who preach the goſpel, 
know nothing of it, it becomes us to conſider 
whether they know enough to make up an un- 


- candid and decided opinion againſt us. 


Moderation is a lovely child,“ and born of 
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evangelical truth, as well as polite learning. Yet 
zcalous people of every ſect ſtyle a diſcourſe in- 
ſipid, unſcriptural, and ſometimes not rational, 
it you differ from them in your principles of 
religion. 


Have not ſuch called Tillolſon an Atheiſt!“ In 
this country, where every man may think free- 
ly, 2nd preach what he thinks, even in this land 
of religious freedom the ſtill voice of reaſon is 
often ſtyled Heresy, and ſome are ſo unreaſona- 
ble that even when we think as they do con- 
cerning the doctrines of our holy religion, yet 
if we are not wrought up to the fame degree of 
paſſion on the delivery, the mere mechanical 
operation of the human frame, adapted more to 
the Theatre than to the Pulpit, will ſay that we 
want zeal ; will call this, not only a want of 
animation, but a want of the divine influence. 
Inſtead of arguing the matter with ſuch people 
who may be more pious than judicious, let me 
urge them to liſten to the Apoitle who ſays — 
©<let your moderation be known unto all men.“ 


It will be ſaid, without doubt, that our re- 
mark applies to the laſt age, rather than to the 
preſent, which is rather an age of indiflerence 
than bigotry ;—but is there not much bigotry, 
cenſoriouſneſs, and party ſpirit in our chriſtian 
communities ? 


It is a melancholy truth that ſo much indif. 
ference prevails, and that the love of many has 


* Vide Jortin's Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. 
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grown cold. It gives pain to every reflecting 
mind that ſo many have loſt their reliſh for di- 
vine things, to whom the light of the goſpel was 
once {weet and pleaſant as a morning withont 
clouds. You who forget God,and yet pretend 
to be friendly to the cauſe of virtue, know not 
what ſpirit you are of ; you are blaſting the 
faireſt hopes of human happineſs, and N 
ing the foundation of all morality. This truth, 
the divine influence on the affairs of men, is the 
rock upon which all good inſtitutions are fram- 
ed. Let us all bewail that there is not a more 
ſerious attention to the things which belong to 
our peace; and let the ine generation be 
taught to reſpect the inſtitutions of religion— 
let them be perſuaded that there is no honour, 
nor true enjoyment except the principles of our 
holy religion, the ſpirit of wiſdom and revela- 


tion he, as the foundation of their whole con- 
duct, 


May all claſſes of people hear the truth with 
meekneſs, and receive it into good and honeſt 
hearts. My brethren, put on charity. It is a 
very abſurd idea of the goſpel, or rather ſtrange 
opinion of their own charity,which certain men 
have, who, from giving up the narrow ſentiments 
of their fathers, are now grown ſo liberal as 
hardly to know what ſentiments they are of, 
or whether they have any. Is it not very ſtrange 
that ſuch perſons ſhould diſcover prejudice or 
bigotry ? But what do you call it if this be no 
prejudice, when you treat with ſcorn a ration- 
al,ſcrious, and evangelical diſcourſe, becauſe you 


fy 
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like another mode of preaching— hen you in- 
dulge a ſarcaſtic humor againſt the preacher, 
becauſe he has a dull, ungraceful, old faſhioned 
delivery? Is this the effect of your noble free- 
dom of thinking ? Do you blame the worthies 
of former times, your toretathers, for uſing » 
whip of cords to perſuade them to a /crnd belief; 
and do you expect to provoke men to your 
liberality by the tongue of the /cor pion ? 


Secondly—The text implies that you have 
ſerious views in attending public worſhip. This 
is inconſiſtent with a levity of conduct which 
ſome diſcover whole idle faricies rove, and 
who ſufter vain thoughts to lodge within them. 


Is not a grave deportment becoming the 
houſe of the Lord? When a man's heart is im- 
preſſed with the truths of religion, it is a diſturb- 
ance to him to hear or ſee others behave amiſs — 
why will any of you interrupt his devotion, or 
divert his attention? Some of you ſtudy a de- 
corum of manners in your commerce with the 
world, and talk much of the“ {ſweet courteſies 
of life“ —ſurely then you ought to ſhow your 
good breeding in every public aflembly! When 
children play, or whitper, or talk loud, we im- 
pute it to that vanity which is bound up in the 
heart of a child. —And let their parents read the 
wholeſome inſtruction from the lips of the ſage. 
„The rod and reproof give wiſdom, but a 
child left to himſelf bringeth his mother to 
ſhame.” Some do this whoſe age is not their 
excuſe, but unfortunately for their hongur and 
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the credit of their parents, are childiſh in every 
thing but their years and ſtature. Too ſelf. 
willed to be governed at home, and miſtaking 
what conſtitutes true dignity, their minds are 
as full of trifles, when they are in a religious aſ- 
ſembly, as when they are purſuing thoſe frivo- 
lous amuſements, which are at all times neglect- 
ed by people of diſcretion. Every admonition 
is loſt upon them, nor would they liſten to the 
ſound, © though an angel ſpoke ;**——what then 
are the Wat. A. made by the feeble voice of 
a common preacher of righteouſneſs ! It is like 
the trace which a {hip makes in paſſing over the 
ſurface of the ſea, or an arrow through the air. 


This head of diſcourſe is meant to be applied 
to men who have their time of reflection, as 
well as hours of mirth; they ſometimes carry 
levity upon ſerious occaſions beyond what their 
reaſon approves. Let your outward appear- 
ance in the houſe of the Lord be ſo decent as to 
allure others to a ſenſe of religion, rather than 
be an hindrance to their piety. I ſay the out- 
ward appearance, for this is proper to be men- 
tioned, though it is the heart God looks at. The 
main buſineſs is to keep the heart with all dili- 

ence if you would be devout and cultivate the 
Friendſhip of heaven. Yet the external behav- 
iour ſhould be congenial to the ſpirit within. 
As much as this is implied when the wiſe man 
ſpeaks, © Keep thy foot when thou goeſt into 
the houſe of God and be more ready to hear 
than to offer the ſacrifice of fools, for they con- 
ſider not that they do evil.” 
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To bring a cenſorious ſpirit is ſurely worſe 
than a trifling mind. They who ſeek occaſion 
to find fault with their fellow worſhippers, or 
with a preacher, becauſe he may not captivate 
by his manner, and treat the ſubject juſt as 
they would chooſe, ſhow more ill humour, and 
et ray ſomething worſe than that vacancy 
ot mind, which others manifeſt with their tri- 
tiing airs, or vain parade. But though you are 
not to indulge the bad paſſions, yet it is wrong 
to viſit the Lord's houſe for curioſity's fake, or 
to gratify your indolence. © Is this the tem- 
ple of God, or the temple of idleneſs?“ Does it 
become thoſe who wiſh to have angels of light 
and love {ſmile upon them, to ſit here in a poſ- 
ture of drowſineſs bordering upon inſenſibili- 
ty ? I know that it is not always the caſe that 
people are ſo dull of hearing as they appear to 
be. There is a look of indolence ſome perſons 
have, and it muſt appear in public aſſemblies as 


much as at their own houſc, where they fold 


their hands to fleep. Others of active ſpirits 
muſt change their attitudes, and ſeek for repoſe 
when the ſervice continues beyond the uſual 
time, and appear ready to ſay when will it be 
over ! It 1s only the old ſtory over again. But 
can you not be pleaſed with things except the 
whole be new? This is a ſtory worth repeat- 
ing—tfull of ſublime truths, and contains the 


meſſage which the ſon of God delivered to men 


concerning their future happineſs. Is not this 
thought enough to ſatisfy your ſouls? Behold 


the ſupreme excellencies in glorious harmony— ' 
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make the goodneſs of God the ſubject to con- 
template. 


But can we help our wandering thoughts : 
how do vain chimeras, ſtrange and unaccount- 
able—how do theſe fill our minds without our 
conſent! Vain imaginations are no otherwiſe 
ſinful than as they are indulged. Do perſons 
think themſelves too good even to be the ſub- 
ject of ſuch idle fancies, we doubt their ſinceri- 
ty. It is not to be expected while we are in 
theſe bodies that we ſhould have minds thus ſu- 
blimated and refined. 


They who are full of ſpiritual pride may 
pretend to have their converſation and hearts 
always in heaven; but the meek and humble 
chriſtian laments that his views are ſo tranſient. 
„ implore thy compaſſion on my infirmities, 
and in thy mercy 1mpute not to me my wan- 
dering thoughts in prayer. For there I muſt 
confeſs my diſtractions are great and frequent, 
and Iam often leaſt of all in the place where I 
ſtand or kneel.” —Theſe words are part of a 
long diſcourſe on this ſubject by one who en- 
deavoured to imitate his Lord, and ſaw as much 
of heaven as we can do through this vail of 


fleſh.* 


As our thoughts are apt to wander, let us 
uſe our beſt endeavours to brin them home, 
and ſeek for divine influences to give ſtability 
to our feeble minds. Let us ſet the Lord al- 


* Thomas A. Kempis. 
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ways before us, or make it the predominant wiſh 
of our ſoul to plcaſe him. 


Thirdly. That we may become acquainted 
with the human heart, and underitand our er- 
rors, let us apply the ſubject of the diſcourſe 
more to ourſelves, than our neighbours. 


Our Lord uſes this language,take heed how you 
hear ; and tew things are repeated by any preach- 
er of moral virtue, which do not contain leſ- 
ſons for our own conduct : yet many who ſeem 
to be religious, ſuppoſe others deſerve reproof, 
and themſelves only inſtruction in righteous- 
neſs, or elſe are too wite to be taught. This 
they manifeſt by never taking things to them- 
ſelves, which would be profitable for their cor- 
rection ; but what faith the Apoltle?—Let no man 
think more highly of himſelf than he ought to think, 
but let him think ſoberly according to the . of 
his faith. 


It is commonly ſaid that people rather prefer 
ſermons upon faith, than morality, becauſe they 
do not reliſh particular applications, but are 
willing to acknowledge the depravity of human 
nature, which ſerves to cover their own faults. 
Many are ofthe opinion, however, that a poin- 
ted declamation againſt vitious unruly char- 
a cters is not only the moſt uſeful kind of 
preaching, but as plealing to the auditory, It 
may be to ſeveral claſles of people, and ſome of 

ou look around, perhaps, and ſee thoſe who 
ought to feel the reproof home to the con- 
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ſcience. But had you not better think and 
fay, © Lord is it I ?”—By this we do not ima- 
gine that admonitions ſhould come alike to all, 
as though there was no diſtinction of character, 
or perſonal excellency. There is a greatdifference, 
whatever you may think of human depravity, 
between the man who fghs that he has Iſt a 
day, and the man who never ſpent his time to 
any good purpoſe, or gave a cup of water to a 
child of ſorrow. Can we ſuppole that he will 
feel the application, when the preacher declares 
againſt intemperance, who keeps the maſtery 
over his paſſions. If a man is profuſe in his 
expences, will his feelings be hurt by a reproof 
againſt covetouſnels ! 


Even when we touch the predominant paſ- 
ſion, it is not always the caſe that we make the 
ſubjects of it feel. How often have you known 
a preacher gain commendation by painting vice 
in all its deformity, deſcribing the evil of injuſ- 
tice ; the contracted ſpirit of the miſer who 
craves for the neceflaries of life while he rolls 
in plenty; the rich fool who ſays, ſoul, take 
thine eaſe, forgetting there is a time to die; or 
ſetting forth the bad conſequences of drinking to 
exceſs; or the turpitude of their actions who 
are the ſlaves of luſt—theſe things may be re- 
iterated from the pulpit, and the preacher be 
applauded by the very perſons whom they 
moſtly concern. It may be the caſe, but is it 
not a rare inſtance ? that an individual thinks a 
dart thrown at his breaſt ; if his reſentment be 
excited, it is only when his folly is glaring, and 
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he conjectures that the bow was not bent at a 
venture. In moſt caſes the fault is ſhifted from 
your own character, and you look at ſome- 
thing leſs than a beam in your neighbour's eye. 
In a ſermon againſt pride, who ſees himſelf to 
be the proud man ?—And do you think your 
own children have any vanity? When we ſay, 
who canzſtand before envy ? do you think we 
point a moral for your in{truction—your par- 
ticular attention ? Or is it to ſhow the odious 
qualities of ſome, in the hne of your acquaint- 
ance, and you thank God for not being as they 
are? No diſcourſes are more popular than thoſe 
defigned to expoſe the wickedneſs of ſlander, 
detraction,and the free uſe of the tongue. How 
apt are men, and ſometimes women, to join their 
opinion with the preacher's, and not only ſpeak 
againſt the vice, but againſt their neighbours 
who go from houſe to houſe /ike buſy bodies ;— 
yet in the words they utter there may be ſome- 
thing, if not the poiſon. of aſþfs, like to worm- 
wood and gall. Are they pure in ſpeech,from 
all mixture of ſatire and cenf{oriouſneſs ? 


Not to enlarge, let us apply things proper- 
ly; to be ſure, let us not take pleaſure that o- 
thers are reproved, and we ourſelves eſcape ob- 
ſervation. When we ſee any made unhappy— 
our fellow beings who having run to thoſe ex- 
ceſſes in vice » 
the preachers of morality, and the friends of 
virtue, yet are not paſt feeling—oh let us mingle 
ſenſations of pity for them, while we ſtudy our 
own diſpoſitions ! why ſhould we juſtify our- 


ich deſerve every reproof from 
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ſeives? there is folly and perverſeneſs enough 
in us all to make us humble: Let us endeavour 
to underſtand thoſe ſcriptures which are pro- 
table for our reproof, correction and inſtruc- 
tion in Righteouſneſs. If we grow in grace and 
increafe in the knowledge of Chriſt, we ſhall 
then underſtand the things which belong to 
our ꝓeacc. ä | 


Whilſt we wait at the poſts of wiſdom's door, 
let the truths of religion ſink deeply in our 
breaſts, become the ſubjects of our future med- 
itation,and influence our thoughts and actions. 


This is the laſt thing propoſed in the, method of 


aur diſcourſe. 


Fourihly—Truth is a jewel of ineſtimable value. 
By maniteſtation of it we ought to commend 
ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the fight 
of God. T he means of holineſs are eaſily diſcov- 
ercd, and being well underitood have a tenden- 
cy to advance men to the perfection of moral 
agents and ſincere chriſtians. Do you receive 
any entertainment in the courts of the Lord, 
and does not your heart beat with virtuous ſo— 
licitude that you may know and do the will of 
God? O that my ways were directed to keep 
thy ſtatutes | Thus ſpeaks the devout Pſalmiſt, 
and what rich pleaſures of the mind did he en- 
joy when he ſud—How I love thy law, it is my 
meditation all the day! he ſays further, Thy 
word have I hid in my heart that I may not 
lin againſt thee. I have ſaid, I will keep thy 
words, | 
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Recollect whether you have not formed 
{ome ſuch reſolutions, and cultivate the diſpo- 
ſition, thoſe heavenly affections, till you abide 
in the doctrine of Chriſt. Do you underitand 
the nature of the ſervice required of you, let 
the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly that you 
may praiſe him with pfſalms and hymns and 
{piritual ſongs, and being in the ſpirit on the 
Lord's day, may you every other day walk be— 
fore the Lord in the land of the living. They will 
call you hypocrites if your religion be not in- 
timately connected with the ordinary duties of 
life; if like the beſt garment you ſet it aſide af- 
ter you exhibit yourſelves to the view of the 
public aſſembly. Whether you cat or drink, or 
Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 


If we go from the houſe of the Lord with a 
diſpoſition to ſerve him, this ſhows the tenden- 
cy and proper influence of religious inſtitutions. 
Alas! that our virtuous refolutions are of ſo 
ſhort continuance ! why do we not encourage 
every emotion of the heart when it is melted 
with love? If we indulge our beſt affections 
will they not become principles of action? By 
renewing thoſe reſolutions which ſpring from. 
virtuous ſentiments, you will preſerve them in 
undecayecd vigour, and you may allure others 
who ſee your good works to the love of wil- 
dom, and practice of virtue. The men of the 
world will no longer ſpeak evil of you, compar- 
ing you to falling ſtars and blazing meteors ; 
but as they behold the pure and mild rays, which 
have illuminated your paths, they will deſire 
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to walk in the glow and ſteadineſs of that light 
which ſhin-th more and more unto the perfect 
day. 


What we have faid implies that the truths 
of religion ſhould abide on our minds, and that 


we adorn the doctrines of jeſus in our whole 


life and converſation. There may be a ſecret 
influence of the word,where you cannot repeat 
diſtinctly, or perhaps recollect the things you 
have heard. Ihe reaſon for this obſerve tion is, 
that people of weak minds are apt to be diſ- 
couraged, becauſe they cannot tell what has 
been delivered,yet they may not be the forget- 
ful hearers in a practical ſenſe, like others who 
can relate whole paſlages out of books that they 
read, or ſermons they hear, without being made 
wiſer or better for their knowledge. There is 
nothing more abſurd than a cant phraſe in very 
common ule, gifted in the ſcriptures, or gifted in 
prayer, by which is meant a peculiar influſence 
of the holy ghoſt : and hence many vain pro- 
fe Mors of our religion think themſelves holier 
than their neighbours, who are more modeſt 
than themſelves, more wiſe according to the ex- 


cellent ſpirit they poſſeſs. It is no way neceſ- 


fary to the character of a chriſtian to have 
ſtrong natural powers—ſuch a ſtrong memory 


and brilliant fancy, that he need only give . a 


little attention to what he hears, and be able to 
repeat a great deal. Some who have excellent 
memories have a weak underſtanding, and may 
not treaſure up in their minds the 5% things — 
and we well know that the judyment mav be 


. 
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good and the memory be weak ; and that ma- 
ny well diſpoſed people have neither judgment 
nor memory. But allowing this, yet ought 
not they who attend public worſhip to recol- 
lect the ſubjects they hear as well as other things 


upon which they employ their minds? Shall 


the truths of religion have leſs effect upon you 
than the ſtory of yeſterday, or a dream of the 
night? can you recollect every thing you ſee, 
and retain nothing you hear ? can you tell the 
dreſs of your acquaintance, and whether a new 
faſhion be introduced, and has every religious 
ſentiment eſcaped from your memory? There 
appears to me nothing in which we miſtake 
more than in our opinion of this faculty. The 
memory depends very much upon the mental 
aſſociations, and may be increaſed if we dwell 
upon theſe, or fix our attention upon the ob- 
jets of thought. Thus a memory may be 
ſtrong when a perſon arrives at the age of man; 
ly ſentiment, which was weak in his puerile 
years; and many a child, quick in his concep- 
tions, and wonderful for a memory, has want- 
ed ſtrength of mind, and never made thoſe im- 
provements which were expected. The bud of 
genius may bloflom and yield no fruit : many 
remember words, and know nothing of things. 
Are there not ſome men of ſubſtantial powers, 
who recollect ideas, and combine things in their 
minds, when words entirely eſcape them—and 
ſhew more ſtrength of memory than the idle 
chatterer, who can tell in the ſame words al- 
molt every thing he hears, and who runs on 
without ideas? If you attend diligently then 
[ 
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to the word of God, you will retain much of it 
in your minds, and may call ſerious truths up 
to view on certain occaſions, ſo as to be con- 
vinced they were not wholly loſt, though at 
firſt they did not meet your recolleftion. And as 
often as we go to the houſe of the Lord, 1s 
there not ſomething ſaid that is worthy to be 
remembered ? Let it remain, and hereafter, 
whatever the preſent ſenſation: may be, it hall 
edify and conſole you. | 


I conclude with ſaying that every miniſter is 
made happy by ſceing the pcople maniteſt that 


ts preaching is not in vain. 


The miniſters of this town would be un- 
grateful, were they inſenſible of the reſpect and 
polite treatment they receive from perſons of 
every claſs and every age: but what muſt be 


their ſenſations if they are witneſſes of a grow- 


ing neglect of the inſtitutions of chriſtianity, 
and to an indifference to all religion ! Should it 
become ſtill more faſhionable nat to aflemble on 
the Lord's day, or but one part of it ; to ſpend 
the time of f/acred ret in vain amuſements, 


will not our uſefulneſs be at an end? What 


will it ſignify that every public oration, and 
every public paper, tell of the enlightened cler- 
gy of this country, and how patriotic their ex- 
ertions have been, when the multitude no long- 


cr meet to keep the day holy to the Lord! 


In all places there are individuals who ſay 
hard things againſt religion, and try to make 
the clerical character contemptible. And do 
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not men of diſſipation and looſe morals, in the 
moſt unqualiſied manner, 7 all grave and 
ſober perſons with hypocriſy ? For this the 
clergy of New-England have frequently been 
the“ ſong of the drunkard,” and © grimacing 


ridicule” may ſtill aim at ſomething that is 
meant for a jeſt.” 


We need not regard the reflections made up- 
on us by ſuch kind of adverſaries, more weak 
than wicked, as politicians. Do they not,when 
rolling in their vices, prefer the reign of chaos 
and old night, to order and happineſs; and 70 
religion, to that life and immortality which the 
goſpel has revealed? Are they not as much 
the ſowers of ſedition in the Commonwealth, 
as of infidelity in the churches ? are they not 
as much without /y/tem as without con- 
SCIENCE *! . 


But how much have the friends of virtue to 
dread from cold indifference and inattention 
to the ſervices of religion! ? In what manner 
will God viſit a nation whom he has employed 
in executing the nobleſt purpoſes of heaven on 
this earthly ſtage ! 


C ultivate the ſpirit of religion i in your hearts, 
and bring up your children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, and you will have 
that pleaſure which ariſes from ſceing them 
walk in the truth. 
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Then from being the beſt members of ſociety 
here on earth, you will be fitted for the' com- 
pany of angels; in the ſame bright abodes you 
will learn their notes of praiſe ; and forever 
celebrate the divine goodnels in ſongs of joy. 
and hymns of love. 
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